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Community Energy (CE) Funding Toolkit

Advice to users of the guide
This Guidebook has been prepared based on information available as at December 2016.
This Guidebook and the information contained in it does not constitute an offer in relation to any project and does 
not entitle a recipient to participate in any process relating to any project.
The information contained in this Guidebook is indicative and is a guide only and the information does not 
constitute advice of any kind whatsoever (legal, accounting, financial, commercial or otherwise). A person who 
receives this Guidebook (and any information contained in it) represents and warrants to Frontier Impact Group 
and its representatives (jointly and severally) that it does not rely on this Guidebook and the information contained 
in it (a) as a statement of fact, representation or warranty of any matter whatsoever and (b) in making any 
decision of any kind whatsoever in relation to any future project.
Persons who receive this Guidebook and the information contained in it must make their own enquiries to verify 
and satisfy themselves of all aspects of this Guidebook and the information contained in it.
This Guidebook may contain forward-looking statements, forecasts, estimates and projections (Forward 
Statements). No representation or warranty is given as to the reasonableness of the Forward Statements or that 
the Forward Statements will be achieved.
While this Guidebook and the information contained in it has been prepared in good faith, no representations or 
warranties (express or implied) are made by Frontier Impact Group or its representatives as to the accuracy, 
currency, completeness, suitability, correctness, fitness for purpose or otherwise of such document and 
information. The provision of this Guidebook does not place Frontier Impact Group or its representatives under any 
obligation to provide any further information in relation to the subject matter or any projects, or to update this 
Guidebook or any additional information or to correct any inaccuracies in any such information which may 
become apparent.
To the maximum extent allowed by Law, neither Frontier Impact Group nor its representatives, officers, employees, 
contractors or agents, shall be liable to any person for any loss, liability, damage or expense arising directly or 
indirectly from or connected in any way with any use of or reliance on such document and information.

DISCLAIMER
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Community Energy (CE) Funding Toolkit

The Community Energy Funding Toolkit (Toolkit) has been developed as a 
“centralised, simplified repository of information” to mobilise the 
development of community renewable energy projects  

 Increases expertise in developing renewable energy projects

 Information on funding alternatives and to improve financial literacy of 
CE project Developers

 Resources to provides the tools required to enable CE project 
development

 Understanding community renewable energy models (with CE 
Examples) that can be replicated

 Case studies that show practical application

 Reduces costs and timeline for delivery and development
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Funding Toolkit Structure
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Funding Toolkit Structure

 The overall Funding Toolkit is set 
up on a modular basis and is 
comprised of a series of 
guidebooks.

 The Core Funding Basics 
Guidebook supports all the  
project-based guidebooks 

 The first project module is the  
Behind the Meter Solar PV 
Projects.

 This structure has been adopted 
to allow for future expansion of 
the Funding Toolkit that may 
include Grid Connected Solar 
PV, Solar PV Storage, Bioenergy 
and Wind projects.
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Funding Basics Guidebook

PROJECT PHASES
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Funding Basics Guidebook

OVERCOMING FUNDING 
CHALLENGES

 Types and Source of Funding

 Factors that effect the choice of 
Funding 

 The Types of Funding most 
common in CE projects (including 
examples)

 Different community business 
models that are replicable

 Key funding challenges and how 
to overcome them

 List of current CE projects & 
financial contacts
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Solar PV Guidebook Quickstart Guide

HOW TO USE THE GUIDEBOOK
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Behind the Meter Solar PV Guidebook 
Quickstart Guide

PROJECT AREAS AND FOCUS
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Behind the Meter Solar PV Guidebook 
Quickstart Guide

ABOUT THE GUIDEBOOK
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Behind the Meter Solar PV Guidebook

This Behind the Meter (BTM) Solar 
PV guidebook provides 
guidance on actions and factors 
that need to be considered by 
project developers as part of the 
process of achieving funding to 
develop Behind the Meter solar 
PV projects.
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Behind the Meter Solar PV Guidebook

FINANCIAL MODELLING

A comprehensive financial 
model plays an important 
role in being able to take a 
Behind the Meter CE project 
concept an developing it 
through to a successful final 
funding implementation. 

The financial model and
supporting toolkit resources are designed to allow project 
developers to quickly grasp the key financial elements of 
their project and target and address the financially 
challenging areas as high priority items.
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Behind the Meter Solar PV Guidebook

FINANCIAL MODELLING
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Behind the Meter Solar PV Guidebook

PROJECT ELEMENTS
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Case  Studies
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Community Energy Funding Toolkit

The toolkit has been developed to be downloaded on a stand 
alone basis via the Frontier Impact Group website: 
https://www.frontierimpact.com.au/resources

or viewed in the context of other Community Energy Projects on 
the Embark Wiki:

www.embark.com.au
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Funding Basics Guidebook

OVERCOMING FUNDING CHALLENGES
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Funding Basics Guidebook

OVERCOMING FUNDING CHALLENGES
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Funding Basics Guidebook

OVERCOMING FUNDING CHALLENGES
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Behind the Meter Solar PV Guidebook

RISK CHECKLIST
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Behind the Meter Solar PV Guidebook

RISK CHECKLIST
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FRONTIER IMPACT GROUP’S WEBSITE ADDRESS
www.frontierimpact.com.au

The website includes a pop up (landing page) which requires
viewers to subscribe to a mailing list in order to view FIG’s resources.
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LINK TO THE THREE GUIDEBOOKS



Community Energy (CE) Funding Toolkit

LINKS TO EXTERNAL RESOURCES

You can find all the external resources for the Funding Basics 
Guidebook for Community Energy Projects and the Behind the 
Meter Solar PV Guidebook.
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EXTERNAL RESOURCE EXAMPLES

1. Technology Choice

2. Project Scale

3. Project Engagement

4. Business Structure

5. Project Development 
Resourcing

6. Site Selection and Acquisition

7. Resource Assessment

8. Construction

9. Network Connections

10. Permitting

11. Project Funding

12. Power Sales

13. Financial Modelling
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THE FINANCIAL TEMPLATE
A Financial Template is available upon request.
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Thank You


