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Renewable Energy & Social Justice



Winners and losers in the energy 
transition so far



Users most likely “locked out” 
from the energy transition



Renewables for All project

This project was funded by Energy Consumers Australia Limited as part of its grants process for consumer 
advocacy projects and research projects for the benefit of consumers of electricity and natural gas. The 
views expressed in this document do not necessarily reflect the views of the Energy Consumers Australia.



Renewables for All - Project Aims

Significantly increase access to new energy 
technologies such as solar PV and battery 
storage to those customer segments that 
are currently not able to access them, for 
example:
• Tenants, 
• Apartment dwellers, 
• Those without solar access and 
• Low-income households



Key issues

o Split 
incentives

o Common 
property 
complexity

o Unsuitable 
building/roof

Accessibility Affordability Simplicity 

o Lack of up-
front capital

o Not credit 
worthy

o Maximise
uptake

o Minimise risk 
of default



Model/Mechanism Overview

Access to clean energy beyond one’s premises

• Solar gardens  ?✗
• Community-owned renewable energy ✓
• Tax incentives ✗
Affordability and ease of repayment 

• Power Purchase Agreements /equipment loans/ 
equipment leases ✓

• Rent-based repayment ?

• Rates-based repayment ?✗



Mechanisms that address access

Community-owned renewable energy
• Financial benefit returned as a dividend (taxable 

income)

Solar gardens
• Financial benefit returned as a credit on your 

electricity bill (not taxable)

Tax breaks
• Financial benefit returned as a dividend (not taxable 

up to a threshold)



Mechanisms that address affordability

Zero-up front solar and energy efficiency

How do you repay?

• Lease/ loan/ PPA

• Council Rates Based Finance

• Rent Based Finance – social housing providers



Beyond one’s premises -
Community energy



What is a Solar Garden?



Regional Energy Hubs



Moreland Energy Foundation 
+ Landcare

+ Grants 

= Regional Energy Hubs

Manage transaction costs for communities by 
delivering: Information, Expertise, Coordination, 
Support



http://cpagency.org.au/renewables-for-all-resources/
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