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Acknowledgement of Country

We acknowledge the 
Traditional Custodians of the 
land we gather on, the Gadigal 
People of the Eora Nation and 
pay respect to their Elders, 
past and present.

 
We recognise and value the 
continuing rich culture and the 
contribution of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander people.

Artwork: Jordan Lovegrove



Congress Theme: Fast, Fair & Vital

1. The speed of transition

2. The values and outcomes that communities want in the 
energy transition

3. The vital nature of energy to everyday lives and 
businesses.

Our role is to align the energy sector to deliver these 
outcomes, through #BetterTogether collaboration.



Collaboration



Community-led 
Collaboration

Wimmera South Mallee community

• 54,000 people delivering $7.4b GDP
• Agriculture over 20% of GDP (national 

average only 1.9%)

• Predominantly broadacre farming: cereals, 
oilseeds, pulses and sheep

• 60% crops exported
• Average farm size 880ha

• Family-owned farms are the dominant 
structure

• Less than 10 private companies have over 
100 employees

• 24 towns – largest is Horsham 16,000 pop

• 70% population are in the bottom 30% 
poorest in Australia 



Growing community challenges

Renewable energy projects

• 7 windfarms operating = 150+ turbines

• 9 windfarm projects planned = 500+ turbines

• 10+ solar farms (more in planning phases)

• Mineral sands mining

• Transmission projects north + south

Ongoing regional challenges

• Energy and housing affordability

• Telecommunications

• Access to health and education



Q: How can we collaborate with the Wimmera South 
Mallee community, across all renewable developments, 
to genuinely deliver shared value and benefit?

• 10 renewable + transmission businesses + AEMO have agreed to co-
design a Collaboration Framework led by Wimmera South Mallee 
Development organisation

• It will address:

• How will they work together?

• How will they collectively engage with the community?

• How will they respond to community calls for energy 
affordability + and housing affordability?

• The Collaboration Framework may create a precedent for other 
communities to leverage



Building trust



Community research

Investigate how renewable 
energy and agricultural 

communities can co-exist and 
create shared value
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CSIRO based trust model



Criteria for building trust



To get Fast, Fair & Vital, we need:

1. Genuine commitments to working 
together

2. Alignment across the energy sector 

3. Listening and engagement with 
community

4. Delivering benefits
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