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The potential Our take

Alleviate network import constraints These are invisible to non-DNSPs, have 
high transaction costs and are not a 
reliable value stream. 

Alleviate network export constraints Distribution networks will be upgraded to 
accommodate greater exports where it is 
economical to do so. 

Provide ‘virtual storage’ or ‘storage as a 
service’

This is a financial instrument that could be 
provided without building anything – just 
with smart meter data

Provide resilience If it’s your network (or connection point), go 
for it! 



➢ Community Owned: 1000 shareholders

➢ For-purpose certified social enterprise

➢ Projects

➢ Energy sharing

Indigo Power is: 



Yack01
• 274 kWh battery

• 65 kW rooftop solar

• Small load relative to system

• Standalone transformer

Behind-the-meter? Front-of-meter?

→ Solar-battery system sized for the 
connection point – not the load



Where to build community power plants

Project priorities:
1 & 2. Emissions reduction and resilience

3. Market participation
4. Network support

Sports stadiums & halls:
• Relief centres

• Low daytime usage
• Large roofs

• Large electrical connections
• Standalone transformer 



Community power plant feasibility
Feasibility Notes

Regulatory Planning

Technical No major barriers

Commercial New nonstandard models required

(We’re not in Kansas anymore!)

Financial Sensitive to network charges

Major trends are expected to improve 
feasibility



Combining vision…   … and practice

Diane and Joel Schatz, Visions of Ecotopia

Charlie Chaplin, Modern Times



Different types of community batteries
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